
The First Fifty Years 



It All Started Here… 

Robleda and Dori Lane 
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The Los Altos Threat 
Rural, One acre, Unfenced   

with Horses  & Pathways 

Adobe Creek Lodge 
“No commerce” clause 
& 1 acre minimum lots 

The Quarry 
“No commerce” clause 
& 1 acre minimum lots 

The Palo Alto Threat 
PG&E 

“Green Foothills” Community 
Wallace Stegner et al 

Cost$, Bureaucracy, 
Regulations, Sewers 

PRO CON 

Los Altos Hills 

In The Beginning 
Motivations To Incorporate a New Town 

- And The Opposition 

The Quarry 
12 Ton Trucks Busting 

the Roads 

Other Commercial Interests 
“No commerce” clause 
& 1 acre minimum lots 



The Shape of a New Town 
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By 1950, something like 500 families lived in the unique little area that is now, Los 
Altos Hills. They did not exist as a town, they were merely a charming part of Santa 
Clara County, nestled against the hills.  
 
The people in the area did not want a town. They wanted to be left alone in peace 
and quiet to enjoy the beauty of their rural hills. They had no desire to become a 
“city”, in fact, they disliked the very word and the regulations and the work and the 
taxes it would mean. 
 
But they had discovered by this time that they were not to be left alone in peace; 
for the nervous angry sound of bulldozers were drowning out the purr of 
agricultural tractors discing the orchards.  
 
They awoke to the fact that land speculators and developers, in their desire to get 
as good a return as possible, wanted to build many more than one house per acre…  
 
Furthermore, they soon leaned that the developers with large sums of money at 
stake could devote more time to arguments before the County Planning 
Commission and the County Board of Supervisors, 14 miles away in San Jose. 

Extract from “The 15th Anniversary Booklet” 



Bill Simrell recalled  “…The Hills zoning began to show signs of crumbling about 1950 and 
four neighborhood owners associations were formed to defend it…”,  
 

•  Page Mill Road Association  -  to combat quarrying, headed by Wallace Stegner. 
 
•  Robleda Association   -  to oppose variances and use permits for smaller parcels 
and non-residential uses, headed by Joseph McKenna. 
 
•  Moody Road Association   -   opposing resorts and quarrying, headed by Frank 
Duveneck. 
 
•  Purissima Hills Association   -  to bring in Hetch Hetchy Water, but also concerned 
with zoning, headed by Carol Fortriede. 

 
(The San Antonio Hills Association had already been in existence for some time and 
was quite strong.) 

 
Acting separately, these associations were meeting with only moderate success, and it was 
felt necessary to join together as the “United Foothills Property Owners Association” for 
greater effectiveness. Even this proved insufficient, however, and the idea of incorporation 
was broached, studied, worked out and adopted.  
 

The Formation of the Town 



Rex Gardiner’s original 
hand-drawn map 
proposing the outline 
of Los Altos Hills 

(Proposed border annotated in Red – 
but approx 1000 acres  eventually 
removed by County Supervisors due to 
residents’ protest) 





Main Parameters to Determine Viability of Incorporation 
Parameter Estimated  

Number of Population 2500 

Number of Registered Voters 1167 

Assessed Valuation 5.7 Million 

Area in Square Miles 9.5 

Miles of Public Roads 29 



1956 - New Year’s Arrival  



Some of the Co-Conspirators 
     

•Bill Simrell – Chair of the Incorporation 
Committee 

• Rex Gardiner – The “PG&E Man” 

• Gardner Bullis – The Attorney 

• Earl Dawson – Money to build Town Hall  

• Irma Goldsmith – Motivation behind “Open 
Public Trails”   

… and major “shapers” in later years 

• Art Lachenbruch – “Slope Density” man 

• Mary Davey – Open Space 

• Lois Hogle – Open Space 

• Wallace Stegner – Open Space         

First Town Council 

} CGF and 
MROSD 



From The Recollections of Irma Goldsmith 



From The Recollections of Irma Goldsmith 
(continued…) 



Once Upon a Time - an “Orchard Community” 



Primarily an “Orchard Community” 



Westwind Barn next to Byrne Preserve 



Orchards Along El Monte Road 





Adobe Creek Lodge (Martinelli  →  Dave Bellucci) 

•  1955 -  Adobe Creek Lodge was sold by The Haas Family to Frank Martinelli. 

•  Picnicking with restaurant ambience.  

•  Fine outdoor dining without the bother of packing food, driving, and finding parking.  

•  Five swimming pools, hiking trails, horseshoe pits, sunbathing lawns, basketball courts, 
and baseball diamonds.  

•  1965 - Incorporation of Los Altos Hills happens – zoning residential only and no 
commerce 

•  Time-limit to phase out on Adobe Creek Lodge's commercial existence.  

•  Conditional use permit to continue as a day resort  for only for 20 more years. 

•  By 1976 would have to revert to Los Altos Hills “single family residence” zoning.  

•  Martinelli put the property up for sale - the use restriction was public knowledge. 

•  Nonetheless there was a buyer… 

• In 1961 (Six years after LAH was incorporated, and with  only 14 years left of the 20-year 
grace period) David Bellucci, a hotelier from Marin County, paid $1 million for Adobe 
Creek Lodge. 



Some 10 years later, around 1970,  approximately 8,000 people came to Adobe Creek 
Lodge each Saturday and Sunday for 15 weeks out of the year. 
 
In 1973, with the expiration of the use permit less than three years away, Bellucci 
proposed converting the Country Club into a major tennis establishment. The lodge 
would become a nonprofit, private membership operation that (he claimed) would 
conform to Los Altos Hills zoning.  
 
There  would be up to 12 tennis courts, plus an amphitheater for 3,000 spectators, a pro 
shop, locker rooms, and dining facilities. Major tournaments would be staged in Los Altos 
Hills, using the model of Forest Hills, New York. 



San Jose Mercury News,  Oct. 1972 

Law Suit by 
Confederación De 

La Raza Unida 



P.A. Times Oct. 1972 

Law Suit by Confederación De La Raza Unida 



•  1973 - The lawsuit by Confederación De La Raza Unida failed 
at the District Court level. 

•  1974 - Appealed to the United States Court of Appeals, Ninth 
Circuit, and failed again at that level. 

•  1976 – The 20 year Clock on Conditional Use Permit expires 

•  Belluci continues to negotiate and wrangle, offering different 
models (e.g Non-profit membership-owned club, or a “Supper 
Club”, or a …) but encountered financial difficulties. 

•  1979 - Adobe Creek Lodge ceased commercial operation, 
Belluci continues to live on the property. 

•  September 1980 the lodge's movable property was sold at 
auction.  

“…A throng of restaurant owners and barkeeps, bid on the 
collection of restaurant furnishings, kitchen equipment, 
garden furniture, tennis nets, and other relics of the club's 
heyday." Los Altos Hills administrator Karen Jost recalls 
Bellucci from this period, or possibly afterwards. He would 
come to the town on a motor scooter, in a terry bathrobe, 
saying that he didn't have money because the town had taken 
it all…” (Town Crier) 

June, 1993 



A Tale of Three Quarries 

1  Neary Quarry –  Stonebrook off El Monte  (Town Founding) 

2 “Mrs Elsie Taaffe”  Quarry – Page Mill and Altamont  (Bill Clayton) 

3  Kaiser Permanente (Lehigh) – South off the end off Ravensbury  (MROSD) 

3 

1 

2 



1935 - Quarry started by George and Ethel Neary 
1956 – Town Incorporated – No commercial operations…   30 year phase-out 
1985 – Land containing  the Quarry, about 300 acres, sold to developer (Vidovich) 
 
This property is located partly within Town Boundaries, but mainly in unincorporated 
County. 

The Neary Quarry 



Neary Quarry – Looking Towards Los Altos 



Neary Quarry – Looking Towards The Ocean 



Foothill College Parking Lots 

Neary Quarry 
(… and the ridgelines behind it) 







An Initiative was organized, to put a measure on the Ballot (Measure B) 
specifying  more restrictive zoning rules for the property if it were to be 
annexed into Los Altos Hills 
 
Whereupon, a Counter-Initiative was organized, to put a measure on the 
Ballot (Measure C) specifying  less restrictive zoning rules for the 
property if it were to be annexed into Los Altos Hills 



County 
Rules 

Measure B Measure C Developer 

Location of 
Homes 

Not on 
slope > 30% 

Not on Ridge 15 on Ridge 24 on Ridge 

Number of 
Homes 

7 Upper 
2 Quarry 

7 Upper 
19 Quarry 

15 Upper 
19 Quarry 

24 Upper 
19 Quarry 

Max Floor Area Unknown 6,000 sq ft 15,000 to 
34,000 sq ft 

15,000 to 
34000 sq ft 

Max Dev Area Unknown  15,000 sq ft 23,000 to 
53,000 sq ft 

23,000 to 
53,000 sq ft 

Min Lot Size Unknown 10 acres 12 acres 10 acres 

Public Open 
Space 

Only if 
purchased 

Only if 
purchased (*) 

None – 100 
acres private 

None 

New Road Not needed Not needed Needed - up 
face of cliff 

Needed – up 
face of cliff 

The Alternatives 



(*) 



Measure B was passed by the voters… 
 
The ridge above the quarry was subsequently purchased and is now 
owned by MROSD – part of the San Antonio Open Space Preserve, 
and contiguous to Hidden Villa’s Windmill Pastures. 





Former “Mrs Elsie Taaffe” Quarry – Page Mill and Altamont 



… and Mayor of LAH 



Bill Clayton 
  Family-owned Development Company “HATZIC” 
  Address - 129 Fremont Ave, Los Altos 
  Claims  “Only brought a couple of clients together” 

 
 

He had the property surveyed and mapped  –  10+ Acres and 
300,000 cubic yards of Rock 
 
Brokered the sale by Mrs Elsie Orr Taaffe  to: 
      -> W.J. Fleury (Business Partner)  c/o 129 Fremont Ave, Los Altos, 
              who then sold it to: 
             -> Freeman Paving Company,  (owned by Verne Freeman) 
                      (Address on Trust Deed is 129 Fremont Ave, Los Altos) 

The Plot – In a Nutshell 





Lehigh Quarry – (aka Kaiser Permanente) 











In 2002 – Some Members of LAH Town Council 
Had Some “Innovative” Ideas 

The First Idea – an update of the Master Pathways Map: 
         

•  Deletion of easements totaling approximately 15 miles of proposed 
paths - paths already agreed to and shown on the 1981 map.  
 
•  Reflected a shift in political makeup among town leaders,  toward 
those who sided more with private property rights than town recreation 
needs. 
 
•  Controversial elements were the off-road paths along property lines -
They evoked either scenic enjoyment, or a potential security problem. 

The Result 

•  Referendum placed on The Ballot to undo Council’s Action 
 
•  Passed Overwhelmingly – Council’s action successfully nullified 



Originally, at incorporation, the Town only had one park (Edith). 
Since then, over time,  it had acquired several “Open Spaces” - 

•  Byrne Preserve  Initially (via Nature Conservancy) approx 55 acres 
       Town purchased/negotiated another 30 acres to make it happen -  
 for a total of about 88 acres 
 
•  Westwind Barn  Approx 15 acres (Countess Donation + small Town purchase) 
 
•  Little League Fields  Approx 10 acres 
 
•  O’Keefe Property   Approx  8 acres 
 
•  Juan Prado Mesa  Approx 13 acres 
 
•  Other smaller parcels – mainly acquired through subdivision process 
      (Rhus Ridge, Murietta, …) 

} (Caltrans  Hiway 280 left-overs) 

The Second Idea – ? 



In 2002 – Some Members of LAH Town Council 
Had Some “Innovative” Ideas 

•  O’Keefe Property,  ± 8 acres.  Originally purchased by Caltrans for Highway 280 
development, but found surplus to requirements.  Subsequently sold to LAH 
inexpensively as between government agencies. 
  

•  Westwind Property,   ± 15 acres (after moving the barn itself into Byrne Preserve). 

The Second Idea - 

The Result 
•  Ballot Initiative qualified – which designated the use of specified 
town-owned properties (to be either “open space” or “recreation”) ,  
and forbidding any change in the designated use or disposal without a 
vote of the residents. 
 

•  Regime Change (Breene and Dean) 
    
• Accepted by Town Council directly (without a requiring a vote of the 
people - to save the cost of a special election) 

Sell off some of the Town’s Open Spaces for development. 
For example 



“Land Designations” defined in the 2002 Initiative 



Major Skirmishes – Legal and Ballot Box 

• Vote to Incorporate the Town of Los Altos Hills -  Early 1956 – Succeeded 

• Vote to Disincorporate the Town 

• Suit to nullify the Subdivision Ordinance 

• Petition to repeal Heavy  Truck Ban 

• Petition to remove sewer requirements for subdivisions – 1965 - Failed 

• Council removes Mayor William Clayton for “questionable” activities – 1965 

• Suit by Confederacion de la Raza Unida (Bellucci) – 1972  –  failed and appealed and failed 

• Recall of Council Members Davey and Kubby – 1973 – succeeded 

• Measure B (Neary Quarry Development) – 1989 – Passed (Rye Smith & MROSD vs Vidovich) 

• Referendum to overturn Council action on Pathways – 2002 passed (Schreiner & Vanderlip) 

• Open Space Initiative – 2002 – succeeded –  Friends of Open Space (Couperus et al) 

Late 1956 - Failed 



Y2K – Approaching Millennial Doom ? 

The more things change – 
    The more they stay the same…  



Extract - Town Newsletter of December 1999 



Extract - Town Newsletter of December 1999 



Extract - Town Newsletter of December 1999 



Extract - Town Newsletter of December 1999 

•  Old Town Hall demolished July 2004 
•  New Town Hall dedicated June 2005 
•  Addition planning  –  September 2019 



Extract - Town Newsletter of December 1999 



Extract - Town Newsletter of December 1999 

And Finally…  

…That’s All Folks!  


